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Snow or no, we've got two seasonal FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 1988
celebrations starting up this week: SECTIONE
Frostfest and Winterfest, Brrrr! See E10 PAGES E1-E22

THE HOTTEST ART IN TOWN
CAN BE FOUND, HOT ONLY 1N
GALLERIES, BUT IN
RESTAURANTS AND CLUBS,
SOME OF WHICH ARE
ALMOST WORKS OF ART
THEMSELVES.

BY CHRISTOPHER HUME
TORONTO STAR

Once, when artists wanted
to exhibit their work, they
wenl Lo an art gallery. Now,
they're just as likely to go to 2
neighbarhood restaurant.

oughout downtown
Toronto, eateries are lurning
to art in a big way. Usually,
this means paintings hanging
o walls that would otherwise
laak cheap and bare.

But increasingly, art is
becoming much more than
mere decoration. In the
Queen St W. areain
particular, it has acquired an
imporiance fecondary un]g w
the menu. There arg clubs.
bars/restaurants around now
that are works of art in their
own right. Well, almost.

The places thal come te
mind — Stilife, RPM, the
Squeeze Club, the Blue Room,
the Cameron, Lee's Palace,
Nut's W' Buolts — are
showcases of contemporary
Torontu art to a degree that
most Icln‘al pﬂrﬂ::l(‘m L
never ey

Nwewiﬁn?an_v ather
factor, the fedgling Toronte
outlit known.as Decor Action
is responsible for the rash of
i GO TORONTO HTAR art that has appeared at so
many Hogtown hotspols. The
firm was started several
vears 0go by Andraw OF, a
Toronty multi-media artist

ndrew O1 and Jamie Osborne, artists and whnse name at birth was

Andrew Owen (get it?) In

- - — PO 1986, he jouned forces with

" A ) = - another focal artist, Jamie
“environmental repair men,” have pooled their talents Oubors, Tha two havea't
— S “U yuu're an artist in this

suciely you have W go out

in an effort to “integrate art into the club scene.” Continued on 3
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Off-the-wall art goeson the wall at clubs

tinued from Ei

hustle,” shserves Osborne, 28
that — hustling — Is some-
ng they're both very good at
tween them, they have managed
m NH ince an amazing number of
notoricusly cheap bar/
uurantlclu'h owners Lo spend &
e — usually very little — and
Iwu Ro crazy in their establish-

='We're environmental repair-

‘says O1, at 25, 2 milea
nute veleran of Toronlo street
oglture who began his carver as a
Mt artist, “We encounter
ck boxes all the time, Usually
we're given 3 carefully designed
wgid that we have to humanize. We
want lo integrate art Into the club
e

Dsborne and 01 met in the sum-

merof 86 sl RPM. the cavernous
club on Queen's Quay. By

neldence, both were Lnalallln;

%P ere. Oshorne, & part-

M employee, hod talked

Alo letling him put up a

&iﬂ of éeanl painted Styrofoam

fore that, he contrite

G 10 enormous cartoon-like

ngs, all based on the theme,
Tracy Meeis Miss Truelove

DIy of course, had shown up one

day. a sketchbook filled wilh

E!roposal.a and & head full of ideas.
e ended up constructing a beed of
dinosaurs, actually dinosaur skele-
tons. To top it off, a flock of plero-
dactyls, with 9-fool wingspans,
hovered overhead.

In keeping with DecorAction's
official policy of spreading the
wealth, 01 engaged talenled
Toronto artist Matt Harley to
complele & sel of six massive (8-
foot by 12-foot) wraparound
murals depicting prehistoric
themes such as cavemen battling
woolly mammoths, a velcano
erupting ..

After that — their Instailations
are never permanent, lasting any-
where from one night to five or six
months — they built the Levitat-
ing Living Room. This ene consist-
ed of an entire suite of living-room
furniture spray-painted whnle
“flying pell mell through the air.”

Then there were the ulni) Egyi-
tian Iurro;l;yp and the “op art
fsﬁc hedelic spiral,” which, inciden-
ally, is still there.

ach installation gels more
elaborate than the next. Operating
oul of two downlown studios —
one for spray painting, the other
for sculpting — the pair has de
veloped a formidable range of
technical skills. They paint —
somelimes even with hrushes,
more oflen with cans — they
seulpl, they fabricate objects, they
da lighting. They also make the ar-
rangements when other artists are
Involved,

These are nol artists in the tradi-
tional sense of the word, bt cul-
ture  guerrillasturned-cntrepre
neurs. They'll do anything — and
want Lo

Though they are constantly
searching for mew ways lo apply
their manic talents, and pay the
rent, they always do their home
work. For example, the months of
January and February are slow
months for the club scene in gener-
al Owners don't feel like :pvndmj,

ially on a “frill” like
arL shorne and O1 are putting
the time {o good use with an exhi-
bition at Garnel Press (580 Rich-

p scenery: Wall-sized fishface is part of thematic decor of the Blue Hwoom on King St W.,
chi is almost a work of art in its own right.

The club that time forgot: Battiing dinosaurs by Matl Harley were commissics
Help fll the cavernous RPM dance club
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sor Achon 1o

mond St 'W.) unlil Feb. 14 that ks
in effect, a showease for DecorAce
Litm,

Might pow, the boys are inlo
“clarificatlon of some of the “pri-
mary principles of the universe”."
Sounds heavy. But not o worry.
The clarification comes in the
Torm of fwo pleces, R.G.8. — [ 2.7
and Birch Barkitecture, Both are
instant meditations on the “live
Platonic. palyhedra™ tmulti-sided
three-dimensional shap

+In RGB, the shapes are sus-
pended from a wooden cirche and
bathed In colored lights of

blue and yellow, The play of light
on the the white wall of the gallery
only hints at what DecorAction
could do in 8 club setling.

Birch Barkitecture, which con-
sists of (he five shapes constructed
in birchbark, is more obvicusly a
gallery piece. Bul again, il suggests
greater possibilities. Imagine, a
whole room where everything Is
made of birchhark ..., Why, even
naw, the pair is hard al work on a
birchhark Macintosh computer.
And let's nol forgel their birch-
bark baseball caps. They, along
with Astroturf piilbox hats, are
available al the gallery, cach one
beautifully lined in “hoser plaid.*

On a {shightly) more serious nate,
Oshorne and 01 have started
“processprainting.” In which they
nave applied the techni
printing to art-making.
s an amalgam of process s
painting. This means working
dots and sereens and w L
colars — magenta, biue and y
— in combinations Lo mak
col Ir.r:.

y‘plral example s Mona
:I'nm: n which the image is actu-
ally made up of colored dots. Fram
up close, [t's an abstract painting;
the troul doesn't reveal isell untll
we stand back.

Bul, as productive as Osborne
and 01 may be, there's more than
enough room for others. Fiona
Smyth, an eccaslonal collaborator
with DecorAction, is another local
artist wha likes to work in clubs
The 2dyear-old painter has deco-
ruted windows t SULife, Toronto's
tolally designed nightclub, but Is
probably best known for the Dance
Cave she did (with Kurt Swing-
hammer) al Lee's Palace, Smyth's
handiwork can also be seen at
Sneaky Dee's,

Then there's Melleny Melody,
who specializes in wearable arl
such as splatter-painted kids' cloth-
ing. jackels with dolis' heads sewn
in and other forms of ouUlmul
kitsch, Melody's current od'rrr
al the, Lmr Club_an
W, mnﬁ of six fra a \urls
Il'tllvd wilh more than 1,500

squesze toys,” mostly little plastic
||olh from the club’s private col-
lection) and a series of photograph-
b périraits with frames thal must
be meen lo be believed for their
sheer rococo modpess. Made of
dozens of Liny loys, they are much
maore interesting than what Lhey
enclise

“We're part bar, pool hall, res-
tourant and gallery,” explains
Margus (FHara, co-owner of the
Squewze Club (and the squeeze-toy
collection). “We want |1 10 be a real
gaLlan with a mailing list and

r-_rlhm;g Onece we get organized,
wal! even golng to hire a cura-
tor*

Hire s curator! A restaurant
awnier is geing to hire a curator to
keep his walls up to date. There are
galleries in this city that could use
a eurator, But 1 want to know
when-they're golng to start hirlng
chele

Dance-hall girk Part of the first
club decoration — RPM's giant
10-pant Dick Tracy Meets Miss
Truelove seres — created by
ther-empioyes Jamie Osbome

Merry Melody: Outragecus artist Melleny Me
abile kitsch she has on desplay at the Squeere
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